What defines a correct program? What education makes a good
programmer? The answers to these questions depend on whether
programs are seen as mathematical entities, engineered socio-
technical systems or media for assisting human thought.

Cultures of Programming shows how programming concepts and
methodologies emerged and developed from the 1940s to the
present and interprets key historical moments as interactions
between five different cultures of programming.
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management, mathematics or
psychology, the ditferent cultures
of programming have exchanged
ideas and given rise to novel
programming concepts and
methodologjies.

Concepts and Methodologies They have also clashed about the

nature of programming and
Tomas Petricek those clashes remain at the core
of many questions about
programming today.
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In the first part of the exhibition, we look at In the second part, we illustrate how cultures
the basic beliefs of the five different cultures exchanged ideas on programming languages,
of programming —mathematical culture, types and object-oriented programming and
hacker culture, engineering culture, how they disagreed about the nature of the

managerial culture and humanistic culture. discipline and questions of beauty and art.



